,396                VISIT  TO  CALVARY,  AND
on its centre were the two tables of the law in
Hebrew, nearly in the same form as we have
them in English in our own churches.!
The priest who officiated had, during this"last
week, arrived here from Amsterdam. The book
from which he read rested on a piece of crimson
velvet, worked with Hebrew letters of gold; after
an apparent weeping on the part of the people,
who covered their faces with the white head-
cloth, and moved to and fro as if.distressed for
the loss of something, a man walked round the
synagogue, crying out with a loud voice, and
changing the first word only at every subsequent
exclamation. This we learnt was the publica-
tion of the sum offered for the sight of the torat
or scriptures. Advances were then made by
individuals of the audience, and repeated by the
qrier, until either a sufficient or -some specified
sum was raised.                    ' ,
The priest then made a loud shout, and all
the people joined; when some of the elders drew
aside the vail of the temple, and opening a tecess
like that of a sanctum sanctorum, took from
thence a cabinet highly ornamented with silver.
In this were two rolls, containing the book of
the law on parchment, rolled round a small
pillar in the centre, which, on being turned,
exposed the writing of the roll successively to
view. On 'the top of this roll was fixed two fcil-